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The Louisiana quarter displays the image of
Louisiana's state bird -- the pelican, a trumpet
with musical notes, and the outline of the
Louisiana Purchase territory, along with the
inscription &quotLouisiana Purchase."

Thomas Jefferson bought the Louisiana Territory
from Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803 for $15 million.
 Dubbed the "greatest real estate deal in history"
the Louisiana Purchase added thirteen new states
to the Union, nearly doubling its size and making
it one of the largest countries in the world.

The trumpet on the coin is a tribute to the state's
heritage of jazz music, a genre heard and played
by millions of enthusiasts around the globe.

Jazz was born in New Orleans over a
hundred years ago, a combination of
elements from blues, ragtime, and
marching band music.  A multitude of
musicians propelled jazz from New
Orleans' French Quarter onto the world
stage, making the style a dominant
force in 20th Century music.
-information from the U.S. Mint

What would the Louisiana state
quarter look like if you designed
it?
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The Ohio quarter, the second quarter of 2002 and
seventeenth in the series, honors the state's
contribution to the history of aviation, depicting an
early aircraft and an astronaut, superimposed as a
group on the outline of the state.  The design also
includes the inscription "Birthplace of Aviation
Pioneers."

The claim to this inscription is well justified -- the
history making astronauts Neil Armstrong and John
Glenn were both born in Ohio, as was Orville Wright,
co-inventor of the airplane.  Orville and his brother,
Wilbur Wright, also built and tested one of their early
aircraft, the 1905 Flyer III, in Ohio.

-information from the U.S. Mint


