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             n 1999, agricultural producers in each of 11 California counties accounted for
                over $1 billion in gross production value.  Farms in five other counties produced
more than $500 million and those in another 19, between $100 and $500 million.

III.4 County Level Production

There is great variety in the commodities produced in different counties.  In some
counties, growers specialize in a certain type of crop.  For example, farmers in
Monterey produce an abundance of cool-weather vegetable crops.  In many Central
Valley counties, farmers have favorable soil and weather for producing a variety of
agricultural products.

I

The top six counties, Fresno, Tulare, Monterey, Kern, Merced and San Joaquin,
account for about half of California’s total value of agricultural production.  Of the
10 highest ranked counties, seven list dairy products among their top five grossing
commodities, and six list grapes.

With the exception of San Francisco whose top commodity is nursery products,
counties with a low value of production list cattle and calves or pasture as a top
commodity.

■

■

■
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California Counties by Gross Value of Agricultural Production in 1999*

Rank 
1999 

     County Value of 
Production   
($ m illion) 

   Top Comm odities** 

1 F resno 3,5 59 G rap es, P ou ltry, C o tton , T o m a toes, M ilk  

2  T u la re         3 ,07 5 M ilk , G rap es, N a vel &  V a lenc ia  O rang es, C a ttle  &  C a lves , P lu m s 

3 M o nte rey    2 ,36 9 H ea d  Le ttuce, Le a f Lettuce , B roccoli, S traw b erries , N urse ry, G rap es 
    

4  K ern 2,1 28 G rap es, C o tton &  P rocessed  C o ttonsee d , C itrus , M ilk , A lm o nds &  B y-P ro duc ts  

5  M erce d 1,5 34 M ilk , C h ickens, A lm on ds, T o m ato es, C o tton 

6 S an  Jo aq u in  1 ,3 52 G rap es, M ilk , T o m atoes, C h erries , A lm o nd  M e ats   
    

7  S an  D ieg o 1,2 42 P lan ts /F o liage , T rees an d  S hrubs, A voca d os, B e dd ing  P lan ts , C u t F low ers  

8 S tan is laus  1,2 10 M ilk , A lm o n ds, C h ickens, C a ttle  &  C a lves , T o m atoes 

9 R ive rs ide 1,1 97 M ilk , T a ble  G rap es, N urse ry, E ggs, L e m ons 
    

10 V en tu ra  1 ,0 59 S traw b erries , Le m o ns, N ursery S tock , C ele ry, V alenc ia  O ran ges 

11 Im peria l 1 ,0 45 C a ttle  &  C alves , A lfa lfa , Le ttuce, C arrots , S ug ar B e e ts  

12 K ings 90 1 M ilk , C o tton , C attle  &  C alves , T urkeys, A lfa lfa  H a y 
    

13 S an  B ern ard ino 72 2 M ilk , C a ttle  &  C a lves , O ra ng es ,  E g gs, N ursery P ro ducts , A lfa lfa  

14 M a dera 70 0 G rap es, M ilk , A lm o n ds, P is tach ios , N urse ry S tock  

15 S an ta B arbara 65 3 S traw b erries , B roccoli, W inegrap es, A voca dos, H e ad  Le ttuce  
    

16 S on o m a 48 3 W inegrap es, M arke t M ilk , L ive s tock /P o ultry/A q uacu lture , C a ttle  & C alves , 

V eg e tab les  

17 S an  Lu is  O b ispo 39 3 W inegrap es, C a ttle  &  C a lves , B rocco li, Iceberg L ettuce , V e g eta ble  T ra nspla nts  

18 C olusa 35 1 R ice , P rocess ing  T o m atoes, A lm on d  M eats , C ucu m b er S e ed , R ice S ee d 
    

19 S utte r  34 7 R ice , P ru nes, P each es, T o m atoes, W aln uts  

20 O ran g e 34 1 N ursery S tock  &  C u t F lo w ers , S traw b erries , T o m atoes, B ell &  M isc . P ep p ers , 

A voca dos 

21 Y olo         339 P rocess ing  T o m ato es, W inegrap es, S e e d  C rops, R ice, A lfa lfa   
    

22 S acra m ento 29 3 W inegrap es, M ilk , B artle tt P e a rs , P rocess ing  T o m ato es, O rna m enta l N urse ry 

S tock  

23 B utte           257 M illing R ice ,  A lm on ds, P run es , W alnu ts , K iw ifru it 

24 G len n         253 R ice  P a dd y, D a iry P rod ucts , A lm on ds, P run es, C a ttle  &  C alves   
    

25 Los A n ge les  25 3 O rna m e nta l T rees &  S hru bs, B ed din g  P lan ts , R o ot V eg e tab les , P e ach es, D ry 

O n ions                     

26 S an ta C ru z 24 8 S traw b erries , W ood y N ursery  O rna m e nta ls , R asp berries , A p ples , H ea d  Le ttuce 

27 N ap a 22 8 G rap es, N urse ry P rod ucts , C a ttle  &  C a lves , P as ture  &  R a ng e 
    

28 S olan o 19 5 P rocess ing  T o m ato es, N ursery S tock , A lfa lfa  H ay, W inegrap es, C a ttle  &  C a lves  

29 S an  B en ito   17 9 B ell P e pp ers , N urse ry S tock , S alad  L ettuce , H e ad  Le ttuce, L ives tock  &  P o ultry 

TABLE 37



66    III   Demand and Supply

California Counties by Gross Value of Agricultural Production in 1999*
 

Rank 
1999 

     County Value of 
Production   
($ m illion) 

   Top Comm odities** 

30 S an  M ateo        177 O rna m e nta l N urse ry S tock , P o tted  F o liage  P lan ts , M ushroom s 

31 S an ta C la ra        176 M ushroo m s , N ursery  C rops, C ut F low ers , W inegrap es, B ell P ep pers  

32 M e nd oc ino 12 7 W inegrap es, B artle tt P ears , C attle  &  C alves , M ilk , P astu re 
    

33 S isk iyo u 11 6 C a ttle  &  C alves , A lfalfa  H a y, N urse ry P rod ucts , P as ture  &  R a ng e , P o tato es &  

P ota to S ee d 

34 Y ub a 10 8 R ice , P e aches, W aln uts , C a ttle  &  C a lves , P ru nes 

35 T e h a m a 97 C a ttle  &  C alves , W alnu ts , P ru nes, M ilk , O lives   
    

36 H u m bo ldt  93 M ilk , N ursery  S tock , L ives tock , F ie ld  C rops, V eg e tab le C rops  

37 C on tra  C osta 86 B ed din g  P lan ts , A ll M ilk , A ll T o m atoes,  G rap es, S w eet C orn  

38 M o doc 63 A lfa lfa  H ay, C a ttle  &  C a lves , P ota toes, P asture  &  R a n ge , F ru its  &  N u ts  
    

39 P lacer  58 R ice , C a ttle  &  C a lves , N urse ry , C hickens, P asture  &  R a n ge, W alnu ts   

40 M arin   53 M ilk , C a ttle  &  C a lves , P astu re &  R a n ge , P o u ltry, L ives tock  P rod ucts  

41 S hasta 50 C a ttle  &  C alves , S tra w berry P lan ts , P asture  &  R a n ge , O ther H ay 
    

42 Lake   49 P ears , W inegra pes, C a ttle , W aln uts , A ll H a y 

43 Lassen 46 A ll H ay, S tra w berry  P lan ts , A ll L ives tock , P astu re &  R a ng e , W ild  R ice 

44 A la m e da 39 O rna m e nta l T rees &  S hru bs, W inegrap es, C a ttle  &  C a lves , B ed din g  P lan ts  
    

45 D el N orte  31 N ursery P rod ucts , M ilk , C a ttle  &  C a lves , L ives tock  P rod ucts , P asture  &  

R an g e, O ther H ay 

46 E l D orad o 19 W inegrap es, N urse ry P rod ucts , P asture &  R an g e, A pp les , C h ris tm as T rees 

47 A m a dor 19 W inegrap es, C a ttle  &  C a lves , P asture  &  R a ng e , G ra in  H a y, A lfa lfa  H ay 
    

48 M o no 19 C a ttle  &  C alves , C arro ts , A lfa lfa  H a y, P astu re &  R a n ge , S he ep  &  La m bs 

49 M ariposa   18 C a ttle  &  C alves , R an ge , M isc . L ives tock /P o u ltry P roduc ts , A ll P ou ltry 

50 P lu m as 16 C a ttle  &  C alves , P astu re &  R a ng e , A lfa lfa  H ay, W ild  H a y 
    

51 C alaveras  15 C a ttle  &  C alves , W ine grap es, P ou ltry, L ives tock  &  P ou ltry P rod ucts , W alnu ts  

52 T u o lu m n e 13 C a ttle  &  C alves , P astu re &  R a ng e , C ord  W ood &  F u el, A p iary P rod ucts  

53 Inyo 13 C a ttle  &  C alves , T urf, A lfa lfa  H ay, M isc . H ay, S h e ep  &  La m b s 
    

54 N evad a 6 C a ttle  &  C alves , P astu re &  R a ng e , W ine grap es, C hris tm as T rees 

55 S ierra  5 C a ttle  &  C alves , P astu re &  R a ng e , W ild  H ay, A lfa lfa  H a y 

56 T rin ity 2  C a ttle  &  C alves , P astu re &  R a ng e , W ine grap es, N ursery P ro ducts , O ther H a y  
    

57 S an  F ranc isco 1 V eg e tab les , C u t F low ers   

58 A lp ine  N o t R e ported 

*The “gross value of production” includes all farm production whether sold into usual marketing channels, or used on the farm
where produced.
**The “top commodities” column reflects information reported by the agricultural commissioners of each county.  The level of
detail reported differs by county.  For example, some may report grapes (table, raisin, and wine) as an aggregate category, while
others may report them as distinct categories.

Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic data, 2000.
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Gross Agricultural Production Value by County, 1999
FIGURE 43

Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic data, 2000.
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California
can be
divided into
seven
production
regions.  San
Joaquin
Valley, the
leading
agricultural
area in the
state, produces
a broad array
of fruit,
vegetables,
livestock, tree-
nuts, field
crops, and dairy
products.  Many
San Joaquin Valley
counties include the
western slope of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains.  The
Sacramento Valley is known for its
horticultural and field crops, particularly
processed tomatoes and rice.  The Central Coast
is a major horticultural producer, as it includes the
state’s top wine grape and vegetable growing areas.
The South Coast also grows a number of horticultural crops,
including citrus, and is a major producer of nursery and
floriculture products.  The Desert region produces winter
vegetables, field crops, and horticultural specialties such as
dates.  The Mountain and North Coast regions hold
California’s vast forest and rangeland resources.  All of these
regions contain some urban influence, but the coastal regions

contain California’s major population centers.

FIGURE 44

California’s Production Regions

■
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FIGURE 45

California Topography

Source: University of California, Davis, Shields Library Map Collection.

Variety in topography, along with climate, is
largely responsible for the differences in the
crop and livestock mix of California’s
production regions.

■
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Percent of California Gross Production Value by Commodity Group and 
Production Region, 1999*  

 Fruit & 
Tree-Nuts 

Livestock 
Products 

Vegetables 
and Melons 

Field  
Crops 

Nursery & 
Floriculture 

All 
Commodities 

Central Coast 14.5% 4.8% 37.3% 2.1% 21.8% 15.8% 

Desert 5.0% 17.6% 12.2% 10.9% 4.2% 10.4% 

Mountain 0.4% 2.3% 0.7% 4.7% 2.3% 1.7% 

North Coast 1.1% 1.2% 0.0% 0.5% 1.6% 0.9% 

Sacramento 
Valley 

 
7.4% 

 
3.6% 

 
5.9% 

 
24.1% 

 
2.7% 

 
7.9% 

San Joaquin 
Valley 

 
58.6% 

 
68.6% 

 
30.7% 

 
56.7% 

 
14.5% 

 
50.8% 

South Coast 12.9% 1.9% 13.3% 1.0% 52.9% 12.5% 

* Map of Production Regions appears on page 68. 
 
 
 

With about 51% of total agricultural production value, the San Joaquin Valley is
California’s highest grossing region.  In 1999, it accounted for about 69% of livestock
production value, about 59% of fruit and tree-nuts, and about 57% of field crops.  The
only commodity groups for which it was not dominant were vegetables and melons, and
nursery and floriculture.

Fresno county, California’s largest agricultural county in gross production value, was
first or second-ranked in 1999 for: fruits and tree-nuts, vegetables, field crops and livestock
products.  In production value, Fresno county would have ranked as the 29th largest
agricultural state in the nation.

Tulare was the first or second largest county in gross production value for livestock, fruit
and tree-nuts, and field crops.

Monterey county farmers accounted for 30% of the state’s total vegetable and melon
production value.  No other county produced as large a share of any single commodity
group in 1999.

TABLE 38

Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic data, 2000.

■

■

■

■
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Counties with between 1% and
5% of the state total: San
Joaquin, Kern, Imperial,
Madera, Sonoma, San Diego
and Sacramento.

All Others
9%

Other Significant 
Counties*

18%

Kings
6%

Riverside
6% San 

Bernardino
8%

Stanislaus
9%

Merced
12%

Fresno
13%

Tulare
19%

*Other Significant Counties

Livestock and Products Production Value by County, 1999

Fruit and Tree-Nut Production Value by County, 1999

Counties with between 1%
and 5% of the state total:
Madera, Monterey, Riverside,
Stanislaus, Sonoma,
Merced, San Diego, Napa,
Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz,
Sacramento, San Luis
Obispo, Sutter, Butte,
Mendocino and Orange.

*Other Significant Counties

FIGURE 47

FIGURE 46

Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic
 data, 2000.
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Vegetable and Melon Production Value by County, 1999

Counties with between 1%
and 5% of the state total:
Ventura, Santa Barbara,
Riverside, San Joaquin,
Merced, Yolo, San Luis
Obispo, San Diego, San
Benito, Santa Clara,
Stanislaus, Colusa.

*Other Significant Counties

FIGURE 48

Field Crop Production Value by County, 1999

Counties with between 1%
and 5% of the state total: San
Joaquin, Sutter, Glenn, Butte,
Stanislaus, Yolo, Madera,
Riverside, Solano, Siskiyou,
Sacramento, Yuba.

*Other Significant Counties

Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic
data, 2000.

FIGURE 49
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Source: California Agricultural Statistics Service, Summary of Agricultural Commissioners’ Reports, electronic
 data, 2000.

Counties with between 1%
and 5% of the state total:
Santa Barbara, Kern,
Riverside, San Luis Obispo,
San Joaquin, Tulare,
Stanislaus, Santa Cruz,
Santa Clara, Fresno, Madera,
Solano, Contra Costa.

Nursery, Flower and Foliage Production Value by County, 1999
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FIGURE 50


